
Daniel Gurteen (I) 1750 - 1813

On 28th September, 1784, Daniel
(I), by this time a Master Weaver,
paid £1,000 into the bank. This was
an enormous amount of money at
the time. (approx £175,000 in
today’s terms). Clearly a
successful business man, other
in-payments for several hundred
pounds were made within a short
period of time.

Daniel (I)’s business involved making
drabbet, fustians and checks.

On 20th October 1773 Daniel (I) married 
Sarah Watson. They had eight children.
Reverend Stephen (1774 - 1837)
Daniel (II) (1777 - 1856)
Naomi (1778 - 1780)
Sarah (1781 - 1818)
William (1784)
Edward (1788 - 1864)
John (1792 – 1831)
Naomi (1797 – 1828)

The term ‘MasterWeaver’ was used to describe those middlemen
who controlled the work done by weavers in their own homes.
They provided the raw materials then collected the cloth and
distributed it. Later they were referred to as manufacturers.

Daniel (I)’s wife, Sarah, died in 1813
and was buried on 28th May. She
was 58 years of age. Just three
months later Daniel (I) died. He
was buried on 9th September 1813
aged 63 years of age. Their final
resting place was in the Old
Independent Churchyard.

Daniel (I) was born in 1750 the son of another Daniel
(1719– 1780) and his wife, Sarah.
His grandparents were John Gurteen who was married
to Mary nee Alders. John was the Haverhill Parish
Overseer from 1726– 1742.

CHAUNTRY MILLS –

EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES

Gurteen's early records note the sale of ready-made
strong drabbet smocks. This was a major leap forward
in the business from just supplying drabbet, fustian and
cotton cloths to other businesses.
The smocks were booked out to local women to
embroider the neck and sleeves with designs that
denoted the occupation of the wearer. They were
collected back again and sent out to clothier's shops.

Smocks which reached below the knee
would be worn over homemade shirts with a
kerchief tied around the neck. Heavy
breeches with knitted stockings and leather
or canvas buskins on the legs and heavy
boots would complete the outfit.

The ledger showing the initial £1000 
deposit made on 28th Sept 1784.

Smocks were reversible
front to back – if the front
got dirty it was simply
turned round.

Fustian was originally used for smock
making. It was a hard wearing, even weave
textile made from linen or wool and
sometimes a mixture of both with hemp and
later cotton. It had a high number of weft
threads to warp. As cotton supplies
increased Drabbet made from cotton and
linen with a twill weave overtook Fustian for
work wear. Checks, which were mainly wool
but sometimes mixtures, were used for
aprons, garment linings and domestic
furnishings.


